FOUNDATIONS OF BRITISH PATRIOTISM
for him. And from that decision we may date the birth
of the great agitation against the very principle of slavery,
which, beginning with a devoted band of enthusiasts, in
an extraordinarily short time captured public opinion in
a nation much of whose commercial prosperity had been
based on the infamous business of supplying African
slaves to the American plantations.
The importance of this movement lies in its furnishing
a clear case of moral purpose affecting a nation's policy.
England had no axe to grind in taking up the cause of
the slaves, and she did show herself capable, on more
than one occasion, of putting principle before interest
where it was concerned. The leaders of what was then
the new conquering movement towards a more humane
and imaginative outlook, were unanimous in their horror
at what even Mansfield had described as " so odious that
nothing can be suffered to support it but positive law ".
Meanwhile, without anyone realizing it, the tempo of
human progress was being quickened beyond all previous
experience, and this with a greater acceleration in
England than anywhere else. The result of her pre-
historic insulation was now beginning to materialize.
Her comparative security behind her wooden walls had
enabled her to get on with her trade and industry to
such an extent that, unlike her neighbours, whose armies
exhausted their wealth as fast as they could make it,
she was able to employ her surplus takings in the business
of making yet more wealth. Capital was shouting for
employment, and if necessity is the mother, capital is
certainly the father, of invention. The inventive talent
of the country was, in fact, mobilized in order to find
ways and means of making wealth produce wealth. The
most decisive dates of the century are not those of kings
and battles, but of cumulative applications of science to
industry, all preparing the way for the triumph of steam
power, which is confirmed by the invention of the power
loom in 1785.
England, which for the time being had secured for
264